344              THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

appointed by them and which has powers given largely to protect
the administration rather than the persons coming under its lash.
The fact that the Government are challenging the liberal interpre-
tation of the Act shows that they want it to be interpreted as
strictly as it is administered. It is against this wretched spirit that
we must wage war, if we are to live in this country as men.

Indian Opinion, 11-2-1914

26L REQUEST TO LEADERS

We have carefully studied the evidence given by Mr. Anglia
and Mr. Dada Osman and it is our considered view that both the
leaders have done harm to the community, That the Commis-
sioners pay compliments to them is of no account. Their evidence
seems to suggest that our only grievances about licences and im-
migration are those that they mentioned. By giving the evidence
that they did, they set a limit [to what we could demand]. It
happens, however, that theirs is not the last word on behalf of
the community* Even if their demands are accepted, much will
remain and, so long as this is not settled, there will aways remain
the possibility of the Indian community resuming satyagraha. If
they were bent on giving evidence, it was their duty to put it
all together and have it formulated by a reliable lawyer before
presenting it It was their primary duty to the community to have
accepted the resolution passed by thousands of people to boycott
the Commission and to have remained silent. If, however, they
wished to give evidence, they should have been more careful,
Their evidence has had the unhappy result of provoking the thor-
oughly hostile evidence of Mr. Wincall against us. If Mr. Wincall
were right in his facts, there would have been nothing that we
could do. But we know that his evidence is not factually true,
and that he has made many statements which are altogether false.
Those who daim to be leaders should have a better sense of their
duty. If they were keen on tendering evidence, they should have
produced a number of witnesses and not behaved with the utmost
inesponsihility, as Mr. Sooker did, just when the Commission's sit-
tings were coining to a dose. They had known for a month that
the Commission would be sitting and should have started prepar-
ing wdl beforehand so that they could give evidence which would
be sound. We therefore believe that these two leaders, instead of
doing their duty by the community, have doae it harm. Having